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alliances which have been made by other Powers are not
meant to be offensive against Germany, and a little wise
diplomacy would be able to include her in their arrange-
ments. Moreover, the conditions in France are now altogether
different from what they were under a monarchy and an
empire, and the danger of aggression from that quarter is
now very small.

The external conditions of France have also very much
improved in recent years, thanks, in great part, to the good
understanding which has been come to with Great Britain.
Not many years ago these two countries were glowering at
one another in all the four quarters of the globe with a
mutual and insensate suspiciousness, but the entente has not
only removed the danger of a Colonial conflict between
these two Powers, it has added greatly to the stability of
Europe and increased the prospects of peace. It has enabled
France to double her strength by halving her objectives, for
she is now able to converge both by land and by sea upon a
single point The gain to Great Britain has not been less
obvious, for she is now freed from the fear of an anti-British
coalition headed by France. In conjunction with the Anglo-
Japanese Alliance, the Anglo-French entente probably re-
stricted the area of the conflict between Japan and Russia;
and since the collapse of the effectiveness of the latter Power
it has served to prevent the undue predominance of any one
Power on the Continent of Europe. At the same time it is
a purely defensive agreement, and will not be used by
Britain to embroil France with Germany, nor by France to
embroil Germany with Britain, It in no way interferes
with other European Alliances, and the supreme object of
French and British diplomacy should be to show that the
entente is not incompatible with an improvement in Franco-
German relations.

The position of Germany is thus the most difficult factor
in European politics. Other countries which have been
making agreements among themselves cannot go on for
ever simply wondering at the irritation of Germany and